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GopBROTHERS 


His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Regarding serving your godbrothers, this is a very 
good practice. The spiritual master is never without 
his followers, so to serve the spiritual master also 
means to be the servant of his disciples. When you 
want to serve the king, you must also serve his 
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minister, secretary, and everyone who serves him. 
And to serve his servants may please him more than 
to serve the king personally. So the spiritual master 
is not alone. He is always with his entourage. We are 
not impersonalists. We take care of every part of the 
whole, as much as one should take care of his hat as 
well as his shoes. Both are equally important for the 
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Cover: Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu takes prasadam with the devotees. By Taralakshi Dasi. 
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Srila Prabhupada getting a reception at the home of some devotees in India 


upkeep of the body. I hope that you will understand 
this rightly. (Letter to Sivananda. 23 January 1969.) 
Why Taittireya should have a servant? Godbrothers 
are not meant for being servants. Without the 
spiritual master's order, nobody can utilize the service 
ofa godbrother as one's personal servant. We address 
each other as prabhu, so how can we engage our 
godbrother as servant? Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
engaged Govinda Das, who was his godbrother, as 
his servant, but that was only on the order of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's spiritual master. (Letter to 
Kirtanananda Swami. 23 November 1974.) t^ 


Serve ALL 


V AISHNAVAS 


A remembrance of His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
January 28, 1976, Mayapur 
Ifound Tamal Krishna Maharaja sitting in his room 
before a plate of prasadam, clearly upset. He had just 
had an argument with Harikesh over who should get 
the remnants of Srila Prabhupada's prasadam. Several 


days ago, Tamal Krishna had asked Prabhupada if he 
could eatthe extra that was cooked for him because he 
foundthe kind ofricethe devotees eat here in Mayapur 
too coarse for his digestion. Prabhupada had approved. 
However, Harikesh had previously received 
instructions from Srila Prabhupada while we were 
in Vrindavan that all his remnants could not be 
monopolized by his immediate servants but should 
be distributed to other devotees. As cook, Harikesh 
resented Tamal Krishna's acquisition of all the 
leftovers; while Tamal Krishna argued that he was 
only taking what was left in the pots and not what 
was left on Prabhupada's plate. Thus the dispute. 
Prabhupada called them both onto the veranda. 
After hearing their arguments, he managed to resolve 
the issue to everyone's satisfaction. Prabhupada said 
that Harikesh should not have interrupted Tamal 
Krishna while he was eating. Respecting prasadam 
is a very important function, and there should be 
no disturbance. He gave his permission for Tamal 
Krishna to eat what was left in the pots, but also 
confirmed his desire that his prasadam be distributed. 
Then he went on to explain that the vaisnava 
attitude in dealing with one another is one of humility. 
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Srila Prabhupada interacting with children 


“Actually,” Prabhupada said, “One has to be blessed 
by a devotee to become a devotee. And he who is the 
servant of the servant of the servant — one hundred 
times removed — is not worse than one who directly 
serves the guru. If one thinks, ‘Because I am direct 
servant, I am better than others,’ then he is not a 
vaisnava. To offer one’s respects to guru and not to 
his disciples, this is wrong. This is not vaisnava. One 
has to be humble and try to serve all vaisnavas — not 


some, and then not others." AA 


— Hari Sauri Dasa. A Transcendental Diary, Volume 1. Lotus 
Imprints. 2008. Mayapur, India. 


V AISHNAVA SEVA 


SERVICE TO 
THe DEVOTEES 


By Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 


In answer to the question raised by the bhaktas 
of Kulina-gram about the obligatory duties of 
householders, Mahaprabhu gave this instruction: 
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prabhu kahena,—’krsna-seva’, ‘vaisnava-sevana’ 


‘nirantara kara krsna-nama-sankirtana’ 


“Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu said, ‘Serve Krishna, rev- 
erently attend to the vaisnavas, and perform Sri krsna- 
nama-sankirtana without cessation." (Cc. madhya 15.104) 


After hearing this instruction and deliberating upon 
it, we can discern that the prime duty, or dharma, for 
householders is vaisnava-seva. Therefore, it is necessary 
to contemplate how that vaisnava-seva is performed. 

The tradition these days is that when someone 
desires to perform ‘vaisnava-seva’ he fetches the 
wandering püjari (cook) of the son of any caste 
gosvami and engages him in arranging a presentation 
of a variety of dishes made from grains and vegetables 
as well as many sweets and so on. Then he invites 
many people and, considering them to be vaisnavas, 
he feeds them all. We cannot call such actions 
vaisnava-seva. Fetching a group of vaisnavas through 
invitations in this way is simply self-conceit. 

While answering the questions raised by the 
devotees of Kulina-gram, Mahaprabhu personally 
explained the kind of vaisnava one should serve: 

prabhu kahe, — yanra mukhe Suni eka-bara 
krsna-nàma, sei püjya, — srestha sabakara 


“The Lord said, “He from whose mouth Sri krsna-nàma 
is heard even one time is worshipful and the best of 
all people.” (Cc. madhya 15.106) 
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Sri Biharilal carries his spiritual master Srila Jagannath Das Babaji 
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Srila Prabhupada offers prasadam to children in India 


yanhara darsane mukhe aise krsna-nama 

tanhare janiha tumi 'vaisnava-pradhana' 
"Know that one who makes sri krsna-nàma come in the 
mouth merely by seeing him is vaisnava-pradhana, the 
most exalted vaisnava." (Cc. madhya 16.74) 


krama kari’ kahe prabhu 'vaisnava'-laksana 
‘vaisnava’, ‘vaisnavatara’, ara ‘vaisnavatama’ 


“The Lord thus sequentially explained the different grades 
of vaisnavas — vaisnava, vaisnavatara and vaisnavatama — 
according to their symptoms.” (Cc. madhya 16.75) 


By uttering krsna-ndma even once, one attains the 
stage of being a vaisnava. However, what kind of nama 
must it be? This is stated in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta: 

eka ‘namabhase’ tomara papa-dosa yabe 
ara ‘nama’ la-ite krsna-carana paibe 
“By a single namabhasa, all your sinful reactions will 


flee, and by chanting pure nama you will attain Sri 
Krishna’s lotus feet.” (Cc. madhya 25.199) 


Here, it is to be understood that as long as one 
is committing ndma-aparadha (offences to the holy 
name) it is not possible to chant the holy name. In this 
stage, only namabhasa (a semblance of the pure holy 
name) may occur. As a result of namabhasa all of one's 
sins are diminished, and with the diminution of sins, 


one's citta (consciousness reflected in the heart and 
mind) becomes pure. In the purified citta, nama-aparadha 
cannot find any place, and when there is thus no chance 
of committing nama-aparadha, one's chanting ofthe holy 
name automatically becomes pure. 

One who chants nama without offences even 
sometimes is a vaisnava, one who ceaselessly 
chants nàma without offence is vaisnavatara (a 
superior vaisnava), and one in whose heart hladini- 
Sakti has appeared is vaisnavatama (a topmost 
vaisnava). The householders should serve these 
vaisnavas. Such vaisnavas might be householders or 
renunciants, but in vaisnava-seva it is not merely 
the devotee's áérama that commands respect. 
Rather, gradation among vaisnavas is gauged 
according to their advancement in bhakti. 

The present tradition is extremely harmful. A 
macebearer extends invitations to one hundred 
‘vaisnavas’, and upon receiving the invitations such 
vaisnavas give up all their other activities and proceed 
to decorate themselves with tilaka and so forth. 

"Now we will get puris and pancakes to the full 
satisfaction of our bellies! And along with that, we 
will receive some daksind.” 
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Srila Prabhupada distributes sweets to the gurukula children in Dallas, Texas 


Hoping for such wealth, they start manifesting ‘bhakti’. 
In Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.2.259) Srila Rupa 
Goswami has said: 


dhana-sisyadibhir-dvarair ya bhaktir upapadyate 
vidüratvad uttamatd hanya tasyas ca nangata 

“He who tries to indirectly awaken his own bhakti by 
engaging his wealth, students and so forth in devo- 
tional service, actually separates himself from the 
highest expression of bhakti (svarüpa-siddha-bhakti) 
by a great distance. His engagement in this way is not 
even a limb of bhakti." 


This statement shows that Srila Rupa Goswami has 
not accepted these activities as bhakti. If there is no 
bhakti in these activities, then those who perform 
them cannot be accepted as vaisnavas. If we consider 
every jiva to be a vaisnava, then service to them can 
be called jiva-seva, but according to the instructions 
of Sriman Mahaprabhu, such service cannot be called 
nama-parayana vaisnava-seva — service to vaisnavas 
who are devoted to chanting the holy name. 

These days, there is a particular enterprise that 
goes by the name "Vaishnava Society". Its members 
wear the dress of vaisnavas but are vaisnavas in name 
only. The custom of deity worship is always present 


in such societies, and uninvited, renounced vaisnavas 
are satisfied by being offered the deity's prasada. This 
activity is not bad, but the growing trend wherein 
householders invite vaisnavas from such societies and 
offer them food and daksinà is not vaisnava behaviour. 
Vaisnavas are most admirable and noble. They are the 
well-wishing friends ofthe whole world. It is the duty 
of the householders to serve them when they come 
to their house. To help the vaisnavas in the matter 
of their food, rest and travel is indeed vaisnava-seva. 

It is extremely appropriate for householders 
to whole-heartedly attend to any uninvited, 
renounced vaisnavas, but to simply feed them 
and offer them daksinà is essentially a part of 
karma-kanda (that section of the Vedas dealing 
with fruitive activity). In truth, there is no daksina 
for vaisnavas. The tradition of giving daksinà to 
the vaisnavas has sprung up from the custom of 
feeding the Brahmins and offering them daksina. It 
is extremely important to give up this trend. 

O devotees, in every respect, please the vaisnavas 
who are devoted to chanting. However, do not make 
vaisnava-sevà subordinate to karma-kanda by only 
offering them food and daksind. Inviting and feeding 
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Srila Prabhupada's servant Radha Raman Das with 
Srila Prabhupada in Jaipur, January 1972 


many renunciant vaisnavas is not the advice of 
Mahaprabhu. Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya once said: 
bahuta sannyasi yadi aise eka thani 
sammana karite nari, aparadha pai 
If many sannydsis come together in one place, all of 


them cannot be honored and offences will be com- 
mitted. (Cc. madhya 15.197) 


The uninvited, renounced vaisnava is called 
abhyagata. If, by chance, one or two such vaisnavas 
come to a householder’s home, it is proper for the 
householder to serve them. By his doing so, he 
indeed performs vaisnava-seva. However, if he gathers 
many renunciants in one place, he will not be able 
to properly honor all of them and the result will be 
apardadha. In the simple act of extending an invitation, 
the conduct meant for abhyagata is lost. Although such 
activities are considered to be sannyasi-bhiksa (giving 
charity to sannydsis), they are not vaisnava-seva. 

When a vaisnava is brought into one’s home and 
served with great care, no offence is made. However, in 
fetching many renounced vaisnavas by invitation, with 
pomp and show, there is every chance of aparadha. The 
householder vaisnavas must reflect upon this matter 
specifically. They must understand that vaisnava-seva 
is a part of nitya-dharma. However, they should not 
act against bhakti by inviting many vaisnavas, serving 
them, and then offering them daksina, out of a desire 
for their own fame and popularity. Always remember 
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that this is the time of Kali. Kali will create many 
deviant paths to obstruct those attempting to 
cultivate śuddha-bhakti. But if one follows the life 
and precepts of Sriman Mahaprabhu, Kali will not 
be able to interfere with one's practices. $^ 


— Vaisnava Seva was originally published in Sajjana Tosani, Vol. 6, 
No. 1 in 1894 by Bhaktivinode Thakur. It was translated by Gaudiya 
Vedanta Publications and printed on the Bhaktivinoda Institute 
website: https:/ /bhaktivinodainstitute.org/ 


Nama KirTANA 


VAISHNAVA SEVA 


Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 


Service to Krishna, service to Krishna's devotees, 
and sri-nama-kirtana, although different undertakings, 
are the same in essence. By nama-sankirtana, service to 
Krishna and his devotees is performed. By Vaisnava- 
seva, krsna-kirtana and krsna-seva are performed. By 
krsna-sevà, nàma-sankirtana and vaisnava-sevà are 
performed. By reciting Caitanya-caritamrta, krsna- 
seva and nàma-sankirtana are performed. By reciting 
Srimad Bhagavatam in the association of devotees, 
the same results are achieved. By arcana, these three 
are also effected. And by nàma-bhajana they are 


excellently performed. i 


— From Sri Bhaktisiddhanta Vaibhava. Compiled and written by 
Bhakti Vikasa Swami. Volume III, chapter 4. Bhakti Vikasa Trust. 
Surat India. 2009. 


Serve KRISHNA 


THROUGH 
His Devotee 


Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 


Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu told his devotee 
Satyaraj Khan: 
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prabhu kahena, — ‘krsna-seva’, ‘vaisnava-sevana’ 
‘nirantara kara krsna-nama-sankirtana’ 


“Without cessation, continue chanting the holy name 

of Lord Krishna. Whenever possible, serve him and his 
devotees, the vaisnavas.” 

Mahaprabhu said, “This is your duty, krsna seva, 
vaisnava-sevana. You are a servant of Krishna and you 
have to serve Krishna, that is bhakti.” Bhakti means 
service. What service? Service to Krishna, that is bhakti. 
Do you understand? How can one serve Krishna? 
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Hanuman teaches a boy to play kartalas 


Painting by Vasudeo Kamath. 
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A man offers obeisances to a cow 


Vaisnava-sevana. Mahaprabhu is the practical, ideal, 
supreme teacher, and authority. prabhu kahena, 
— ‘krsna-seva’, 'vaisnava-sevana'. If you serve such 
a vaisnava then Krishna is served. Have you seen 
Krishna? Do you have acquaintance with Krishna? How 
can we serve him? We have no acquaintance, we have 
not seen him, how can we serve him? It’s impossible. 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu gave a practical means — 
prabhu kahena, — ‘krsna-seva’, 'vaisnava-sevana'. 

You don't know Krishna. You have not seen 
Krishna. How can you serve him? How can you 
develop a relationship with him? You can see his dear 
devotee, vaisnava. You can develop love and affection 
for a vaisnava. You can develop a loving relationship 
with a vaisnava. If you can serve a vaisnava, then 
Krishna is served. Such a vaisnava carries Krishna in 
his heart. He is a moving tirtha. If you can surrender 
unto such a vaisnava. If you can render service unto 
such a vaisnava, then Krishna is served. This is the 
practical means how to serve Krishna. 

Krishna is a theoretical speaker, but Mahaprabhu 
is practical teacher, Mahaprabhu taught practically, 
‘nirantara kara krsna-náma-sankirtana' — “This is your 
duty. Whenthe villagers of Kulina-grama asked, "What 
is our duty?" Mahaprabhu said, "This is your duty. 


Serve a vaisnava, a dear devotee of Krishna. One who 
is completely surrendered to Krishna. A premi-bhakta 
who has bound up Krishna in his heart. Who is carrying 


Krishna in his heart — then Krishna is served. 
— From a lecture in Tucson, Arizona, 26 May 1995. 


HEARING HARI-KATHA 


AS A SERVICE 
To DEvoTEES 


From Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur’s 
Sarartha-Dar$ini commentary on 
Srimad Bhagavatam 1.2.18 


nasta-prayesv abhadresu nityam bhagavata-sevaya 
bhagavaty uttama-sloke bhaktir bhavati naisthiki 


By regular attendance in classes on the Bhagavatam 
and by rendering of service to the pure devotee, all 
that is troublesome to the heart is almost completely 
destroyed, and loving service unto the Personality of 
Godhead, who is praised with transcendental songs, 
is established as an irrevocable fact. 

Commentary: "Bhagavata-sevayá" means by 
service to the devotees of Bhagavan and service to 
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Parikshit Maharaja and the sages hear from Srila Sukadev Goswami 


(such as hearing) the Srimad Bhagavatam. By serving 
the devotees and the Bhagavatam, the major portion 
of namaparadhas (abhadresu) becomes weak. This 
weakening of aparadhas continues until the stage 
of rati (bhava). Naisthiki refers to nistha, where the 
mind can easily concentrate on the Lord. When the 
anarthas are for the most part destroyed, the devotee 
attains the stage of nistha. t^ 


— Srimad Bhagavatam, Sarartha Daráini commentary of Srila 
Viswanath Chakravarti Thakur. English translation by Bhanu 
Swami. Sri Vaikuntha Enterprises. Chennai, India. 2009. 


V AISHNAVA SEVA 
FOR TRILOCHAN 


From the Bhaktamala of Sri Nabha with com- 
mentary by Priyadas 

There are a number of books named Bhaktamala, 
which are compilations of stories from the Bhagavatam, 
other Puranas, and local traditions about the Lord and 
his devotees. However, some of these Bhaktamalas are 
not accepted by Gaudiya Vaishnavas. The Bhaktamala 
compiled in Hindi around the year 1666 by the vaisnava 
Nabha Das and later commented on by Priyadas in 1766 
was accepted and appreciated by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada. It was quoted by him 
in a lecture in Midnapur on 10 February 1925. It is 
also mentioned by Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode in his 
autobiography. Furthermore, the 1897 issue of Sajjana- 


tosani included a review of a Sanskrit translation 
of Bhaktamala. Also, Nabha Das' Bhaktamala was 
included in a list of suggested reading material for Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta's Sampradaya-vaibhavacarya test that 
was administered to devotees of the matha. 

Not much is known about Nabha Das. Priyadas writes 
in his commentary that Nabha was born in the line of 
Hanuman, presumably meaning a line of devotees of Lord 
Rama's monkey devotee. He says that Nabha was blind and 
that due to extreme poverty his mother left him in the forest 
when he was five years old. He was found by two saints, Sri 
Kilhadev and Sri Agradev, who sprinkled water on the boy's 
eyes and gave him sight. After that, Sri Agradev gave him 
initiation into a Rama mantra and instructed him to stay at 
Galta ashram in the foothills near Jaipur. According to the 
local tradition in Galta, it was there that Nabha compiled 
his Bhaktamala. 

From the prayers given in the beginning of his 
commentary, it seems that Priyadas belonged to the $ri 
Madhva Gaudiya sampradaya. He describes his spiritual 
preceptors as Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Sri Gopal Bhatta 
Goswami, Sri Srinivasacharya, and Sri Manohar Das. 


Trilochan's Desire 


The exalted devotee Sri Trilochan appeared in a vaisya 
family, but instead of observing his family traditions, 
he served the devotees, who all belong to the family of 
the Supreme Lord. However, he was not able to serve 
the devotees to his satisfaction because there was only 
his wife to help him at home. Thus, he had a desire to 
employ a servant who would understand the moods of 
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Painting by B. G. Sharma 
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Rama and Lakshman serve their guru Vishwamitra Muni 


saintly persons and render service to them accordingly. 
He thought, 
Lord’s servants, but what can I do? I don’t find 


"| am eternally a servant of the 


a suitable servant.” 
A Torn Blanket & Broken Shoes 


One day, to fulfill the desire of his devotee, the Lord 
himself took the form of a servant and arrived at Sri 
Trilochan’s door. The Lord had only a torn blanket on 
his body and broken shoes on his feet. Sri Trilochan saw 
him outside his house and asked, “Where have you come 
from? It appears that you have no parents at home.” 


Will you work for me? 


The Supreme Lord in the form of a servant replied, 
“What you have said is true. I have no father and 
mother.” Sri Trilochan asked, “Will you work for me? 
I need a servant to serve saintly persons.” 

The Lord answered, “If my master’s nature matches 
my nature, then I am happy to take up the work.” 

Sri Trilochan asked, “Why would another’s nature 
not match your nature? Tell me clearly about this.” 

The Lord replied, “Every day I eat five or six kilos 
of rice. Because of this, people become upset with me 
and will not hire me.” 


Expertise of the Servant 


The servant further declared, “I know the principles 
of the four varnas. I carry out all allotted work 
perfectly. In my work I do not require help from 
anyone. As far as serving the devotees is concerned, 
I have been doing that for my whole life. This is not 
a new service for me. My name is Antaryami. I agree 
to become your servant.” 

The devotee Sri Trilochan said, “You can eat as 
much as you want. Do not feel shy about eating.” 
Saying this, Sri Trilochan gave Antaryami a pair of 
new shoes and a new blanket, and bathed him very 
thoroughly. Trilochana then said to his wife, “Keep 
this Antaryami as your servant and do not hesitate 
to feed him to his full satisfaction. Otherwise, he 
will run away and we will not get another servant 
like him. Just give him whatever he wants to eat. He 
will render service to the devotees every day, and 
you should serve him every day. It is our duty to live 
together throughout our lives, serving the devotees 
and singing the glories of Lord Hari.” 

Many saintly persons would daily gather at Sri 
Trilochan’s house. Serving the saintly persons was a 
coveted desire of Antaryami’s. According to the devotees’ 
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Krishna and his wives serve Sudama Vipra 


Unknown artist. 
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Krishna carries Nanda Maharaja's shoes 


desires, Antaryami would serve them by massagingtheir 
feetand caring for them nicely. In this way about thirteen 
months passed and then there was a slight disagreement 
about food and Antaryami suddenly disappeared. 

One day, some time before this, as Sri Trilochan's 
wife visited one of her neighbors, that lady asked 
her why she was becoming weak and morose. Sri 
Trilochan's wife smilingly replied, "What can I do? My 
husband brought a servant from somewhere, but there 
was a problem that even after eating so much food, 
he is not satisfied. Therefore, I had to cook more and 
more, and because of this I have become weak. Please 
do not tell this to anyone. Just keep it to yourself. If 
he comes to know this, he will immediately leave." 

Antaryami was actually the real antaryami, 
Supersoul, and so he heard this and immediately left 
Trilochana's house. This was the condition that he 
had stipulated while being hired. Sri Trilochan was 
exceedingly unhappy after this incident. He became 
practically lifeless, like a fish out of water. 

After Antaryami left, Sri Trilochan did not eat or 
drink anything for three days. He felt very sad when 
he said to his wife, "Alas! Where will I find another 
intelligent servant? You are very unfortunate! 
Why did you speak like that? He was very fond of serving 
the devotees. Now what can I do to bring him back?" 
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While Sri Trilochan was lamenting like this, a 
voice from the sky spoke: “Take your food, and drink 
something. I am very pleased with your service 
mentality towards the devotees, that is why I rendered 
service to the devotees as your servant. I am actually 
your servant because I am controlled by your devotion. 
I eternally reside in your house. If you want, then I can 
return and serve while staying in your house.” 

When he heard this voice from the sky, Sri Trilochan 
understood the mystery and felt even more unhappy. 
He lamented, “Shame on me! I treated the Supreme 
Lord as my servant. I could not act as his servant, and 
although he stayed here, I did not offer him any service. 
This is most shameful behavior! I can no longer show my 
face to the devotees. People call me a devotee, but what 
service have I rendered to the Supreme Lord? I was so 
foolish that I could not even recognize him. He has such 
an affectionate attitude towards the devotees, and yet I 
could not even recognize him. The Lord overlooked all 
my defects. He is so affectionate toward his devotee that 
he simply looked at my good qualities and ignored my 
faults. He came to my house and stayed for so long, and 
yet I am so foolish that I could not recognize him. If he 
ever returns, I will fall down at his lotus feet.” 

In this way Sri Trilochan remained absorbed in 
thought of Antaryami. He had his meal and drank 
some water only by the order of the Lord. $^ 


— Nabha Goswami with commentary by Priyadas. Bhaktamdla. 
English translation by Bhumipati Das. Edited by Purnaprajna Das. 
Rasbiharilal & Sons. Vrindaban. 2017. 


: bot 7 d th b. 
IMPORTANCE or SERVICE TO 
THE VAISHNAVAS 


siddhir bhavati và neti samsayo ‘cyuta-sevinam 


nihsamsayo ‘stu tad-bhakta-paricarya-ratatmanam 


The servants of the infallible Bhagavan 
may or may not attain perfection. There is 


some doubt. But for the servants of the Lord’s 
devotees there is no doubt. 

— Varaha Purana, Sandilya-smrti, quoted in 
Caitanya-bhagavata antya 3.486. 
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Krishna sitting in contemplation 


Crosinc THOUGHTS 


WHo Can X A 


APPRECIATE 
V AISHNAVA SEVA? 


Vaisnava-sevà is extremely powerful. So much so 
that we should not misunderstand and think that it is 
one ofthe most — or even the most potent practice for 
advancement in spiritual life. It is more than even that. 
Srila Ramanujacharya's follower Anantacharya has 
collected the essential teachings of Ramanuja in his 
book Prapannamrta. Text thirty-two ofthe sixty-fifth 
chapter is cited by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta in his book, 
The Life and Teachings of the Four Acaryas: 


vaisnavanam anustháne nopayamatim unnayet 
upeyam eva satatam unnayet sumahamanah 


"Do not consider service to the vaisnavas as a 
means, but rather always consider it the goal. To 


think that by serving vaisnavas one can achieve 
other fruits is to consider vaisnava-sevá as a means, 
and to think that due to heaps of pious activities 
one obtains vaisnava-sevd is to consider it the goal.” 


After the wedding of his sister Devaki to 
Vasudev, Kamsa personally drove their chariot. 
At that time the devas made a proclamation via 
ākāśa-vāņī — a voice from the sky — informing 
Kamsa that the eighth child of Devaki would kill 
him. One may wonder, “Why in the world would 
they inform Kamsa in sucha way that would surely 
excite his homicidal rage? Some commentaries on 
this description of Srimad Bhagavatam suggest that 
the reason they did so was out of fear of Kamsa. 
The devas were thinking to themselves, “Kamsa 
is already so powerful he can fight with any 
of the devas, and now by driving the chariot of 
Devaki and Vasudev, he is doing vaisnava-seva. 
Such service to the Lord’s devotees is extremely 
powerful. Who knows how formidable Kamsa will 
become by such service? By any means we have 
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The gopis listen to the sound of Krishna's flute 


to stop it at once! Therefore, they spoke in that 
way. Similarly, Tulasi Das, the great devotee of 
Lord Ramachandra, in his famous book, Rama- 
carita-manasa, explains that when Ravana's saintly 
brother Vibhishan urged him to surrender to 
Lord Ramachandra, Ravana became furious and 
kicked Vibhishan. Seeing this offense to that great 
devotee, the devas became jubilant, because they 
could understand that now that he had made an 
offense to Mahatma Vibhishan, surely Ravana was 
finished. So powerful are the devotees of the Lord. 
Therefore, Krishna himself tells Uddhava in Bhag. 
11.19.21, mad-bhakta-püjabhyadhika — "worship 
of my devotee is the best type of worship." Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta further explains this principle: 


More beneficial than directly serving the Lord is to 
serve devotees; the living entity is benefited more 
by associating with vaisnavas than by associating 
with the Lord. And more favorable for pure devo- 
tional service than the Lord's abode is the abode 
of a devotee, the abode of gurudeva. 


Yet, persons who possess only meager piety 
cannot appreciate the glories of the devotees and 
service to them. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Prabhupada comments: 


Often people in this material world who have ul- 
terior motives are inclined to enquire about the 
objectives of pure devotion and the purpose of the 
institutions engaged in pure devotional practices. 


Whenever they come to know about any perfor- 
mance or any institution which makes arrange- 
ment for chanting and listening to the glorification 
of Lord Sri Krishna or the eternal welfare of all 
living entities through the preaching of the holy 
names of the Lord, they ask, "Is there any practice 
of religion relating to service to mankind?" 


To such people, the religion of service means 
material assistance to sick persons inflicted with 
plague, small-pox or cholera and to victims of 
floods, earthquakes, famines, and similar other 
natural calamities, through free distribution of 
food, clothing, shelter and the like. 


Whenever these people are told by the devotees 
that the institutions thus practicing pure devo- 
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tional services do not undertake any such activi- 
ties relating to so-called philanthropic services, 
they laugh loudly or ridicule, saying that any such 
institution which does not care for philanthropic 
services is simply an institution for practicing idle- 
ness meant for lazy, worthless folk, and no discreet 
person should approach it. 


Therefore, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta once described 
the resulting three types of behavior for those who 
don't have faith in devotees: "Unless one develops 
faith, one can see neither a pure devotee nor the 
Supreme Lord and will simply indulge in envious, 
violent or blasphemous activities." — MDas. $^ 

Endnotes 

1 Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada cites 
Prapannamrta in his purports to Cc. adi 5.27-28, and Cc. 
madhya 7.113. 

2 Aside fr?! frequently quoting Rama-carita-mánasa 
in his purports and lectures, in a conversation in New 
York on 12 April 1969 Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada commented, "It is a very famous book, and 
the only important literature in the Hindi language, 
Ràma-carita-manasa." 

3 $riBhaktisiddhanta Vaibhava. Volume II, chapter 24. Bhakti 
Vikasa Trust. Surat, India. 2009. 


* From chapter 18 of Upakhyane Upadesa. 


? From Amrta Vani. Page 214. 
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